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realise what a deep impression all these things must have
made on a man accustomed to the peace and quiet of a
library life*
He had taken part in the forming of the new Polish
Constitution, modelled on that of May 3rd, 1791, and
he had seen how it was possible for a whole country to
return to the Roman Catholic religion and to invoke the
blessing of the Holy Trinity upon the nation.
He was able to have the most cordial relationships with
almost all the Polish statesmen of that period, and while
he was there he studied particularly the question of the
Reunion of the Churches, which I will deal with in
another chapter.
He also tried to learn as much as possible about other
countries from the diplomats representing the different
States. He studied not only Communism, but Socialism,
and it is certain that it was while he was in Poland that he
became convinced that there was no hope for a Catholic
rapprochement with such ideas. Indeed, he says so in his
"Quadragesimo Anno", when he states: "No good Catholic
can be a Socialist", for he felt that the Socialists and the
Communists, however sincere they might be in their wish
to change real existent injustice, would never be able to
achieve that goal because they missed the one essential
thing, the spirit of social justice combined with love*
There was only one person during the whole of that
Warsaw career that he could not meet officially, Signor
Tommasini, the Italian Minister, since the Vatican had no
official relation with the Italian State: in spite of that,
Monsignor Ratti and Signor Tommasini met frequently on
unofficial occasions. They talked over constantly and in
a very friendly way the possibilities of establishing relations